CLOSE THE GATE

FOR THIS ONE FARMER THE WORRIES ARE OVER,
LIE DOWN AND REST YOUR HEAD,

YOUR TIME HAS BEEN AND STRUGGLES ENOUGH,
PUT THE TRACTOR IN THE SHED.

YEARS WERE NOT EASY, MANY DOWNRIGHT HARD,
BUT YOUR FAITH IN GOD TRANSCENDED,
PUT AWAY YOUR TOOLS AND SLEEF IN PEACE.
THE FENCES HAVE ALL BEEN MENDED.

YOU RAISED A FINE FAMILY,

WORKED THE LAND WELL AND
ALWAYS FOLLOWED THE SON,

HANG UP YOUR SHOVEL INSIDE OF THE BARN;
YOUR WORK HERE ON EARTH IS DONE.

A FAITH FEW POSSESS LED YOUR JOURNEY
THROUGH LIFE, OFTEN A JAGGED AND STONY WAY,
THE SUN IS SETTING, THE CATTLE ARE ALL BEDDED,
AND HERE NOW IS THE END OF YOUR DAY.

YOUR LOVE OF GOD'’S SOIL HAS PASSED ON TO YOUR KIN;

THE STORIES FLOW LIKE FINE WINE,

WASH OFF YOUR WORK BOOTS IN THE PUDDLE
LEFT BY BLESSED RAIN ONE FINAL TIME.

You ALWAYS BELIEVED THAT THE GOOD LORD
WOULD PROVIDE AND HE ALWAYS HAD SOMEHOW,
TAKE OFF YOUR GLOVES AND PUT THEM DOWN,
NO MORE SWEAT AND WORRY FOR YOU NOW.
YOUR LABOR IS DONE, YOUR HOME NOW IS HEAVEN;
NO MORE MUST YOU WAIT,

YOUR LEGACY LIVES ON,

YOUR LOVE OF THE LAND,

AND WE WILL CLOSE THE GATE.

Nancy Kraayenhof

IN LOVING MEMORY
DORVAN SOLBERG

BORN TO IVER & JENNIE SOLBERG
May 20, 1934 ~ Williston, North Dakota

CALLED HOME TO His HEAVENLY FATHER
January 21, 2024 ~ Fargo, North Dakota

MEMORIAL SERVICE
Friday, May 24, 2024 ~ 2:00 PM
Ray Lutheran Church
Ray, North Dakota

OFFICIATING |
Pastor Mary Dickman Parris
EULOGIST ‘
Megan Johnson
READERS
Harper Bahm
Conway Bahm -
Val Bahm ' b
SPECIAL Music
"On Eagle's Wings"
'*'_ ‘Gail Nelson ~ Soloist
sl ll Fly Away Medley"

Fulkerson Stevenson Funera1 Home
Williston, North Dakota
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

DORVAN SOLBERG
MAY 20, 1934 - JANUARY 21, 2024




Dorvan Solberg passed away peacefully
January 21, 2024, surrounded by family. He was
born to Iver and Jennie (Foss) Solberg on May 20,
1934 in Williston, North Dakota, and baptized at
Temple Lutheran Church, Temple, ND.

Dorvan attended school in Ray, playing trumpet
in the band and graduated from Ray High School
in 1952. He completed a mechanics program at
North Dakota State School of Science. As a
teenager, his dad thought he spent too much time
at the pool hall and suggested he purchase some
cattle. Dorvan raised black angus cattle for many
years and in later years, backgrounded yearling
cattle, which was a business venture he continued
into his eighties. He worked with his dad in their
certified seed potato business. Dorvan held
numerous jobs, including deputy officer for the
Ray Police Department, oil field roughneck, brand
inspector, and substitute rural mail carrier.

Dorvan married Eileen Anderson on June 17,
1956 and they raised small grains and ranched
outside of Ray, while raising their four daughters.
They enjoyed dancing and playing cards,
especially pinochle and cribbage. They also
enjoyed ski trips to Montana with Bob, Val, Steve,
Diane, and friends.

Dorvan had a lifelong passion for horses. He
raised Quarter Horses, and trained and showed
horses in numerous events including halter,
performance, and cow cutting, an event he
competed in until the age of 86. For over 35
years, Dorvan was a judge for the American
Quarter Horse Association, National Cutting Horse
Association, and American Paint  Horse
Association.

Dorvan judged numerous horse shows in the
US, Canada, and Europe. In 2014 he was
inducted into the North Dakota Quarter Horse
Association Hall of Fame. In 2020 he was
inducted into the North Dakota Cowboy Hall of
Fame.  Following retirement from farming,
Dorvan and Eileen spent winters in Arizona,
where he continued to ride and show cutting
horses. Dorvan and Eileen moved to Touchmark
Living Center in Fargo, ND in October 2022.

Dorvan served as chairman of the board of
directors for  Mountrail-Williams  Electric
Cooperative for over 30 years and served in the
North Dakota House of Representatives for ten
years. He was a member of Ray Lutheran
Church, Ray Senior Citizens, and Williams County
Farmers Union.

Dorvan is survived by his wife of 67 years,
Eileen; daughters, Vonnie (Royce) Elker,
Mankato, MN; Val (Bob) Bahm, Minot, ND; Diane
(Steve) Edwardson, West Fargo, ND; and Gail
(Mike) Nelson, Woodbury, MN; grandchildren,
Danielle (Ben) Johnson, Eric (Sarah) Elker, and
Beret (Kenneth) Holaday; Tyler (Lisa) Bahm, and
Zachary (Ashley) Bahm; Olivia Edwardson and
Megan (Eric) Johnson; and Alex Nelson and
Stephanie Nelson; great-grandchildren, Harper,
Kendri, and Rhett Bahm, Conway and Cohen
Bahm; sisters-in-law, Barbara (Dan) Delaney and
Joyce Perez; and brother-in-law, Dave (Bev)
Anderson. Dorvan was preceded in death by his
parents and sister, Marilyn.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be given to
the North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame, Temple
Cemetery (Temple, ND), or a charity of the
donor's choice.




