Jhey BURIED A Famer, ropay.

GAVE HIM BACK TO THE DIRT FROM WHICH HE CAME.
EARLIER HIs family and neighbots wALKED BY,
LOOKING AT MEMORIES OF A SIMPLE MAN'S LIFE.

A TABLE OF PHOTOS, TOY TRACTORS AND CARDS,
Telling the story OF LIFE ON THE FARM.

THERE ARE THE OVERALLS HE WORE EVERY DAY,
EXCEPT ON SUNDAY, WHEN HE BOWED HIS HEAD TO PRAY.
A SEED CORN CAP, WORK GLOVES AND HIS BOOTS,
ALL THINGS THAT KEPT Him close to his roots.

NOT BORN IN A BARN, BUT NOT FAR AWAY,

FROM THE FIELDS WHERE A BOY LEARNED HOW TO PLAY.
THERE ARE phetes of his children and grandchildren TOO,
AND HE AND HIS WIFE, THERE ARE MORE THAN A FEW.
THE amifes BETRAY THE HARD TIMES THAT HE FACED,
THE WORRIES AND FEARS, THE PROFITS ERASED.

BY WEATHER AND MARKETS, OUT OF HIS HANDS;

IN THE END, all he really had was his band.

THE SOIL, THE CROPS, AND EVEN THE WEEDS,

TO HIS WAY OF THINKING, THAT'S ALL HE WOULD NEED,
TO take care of his famify AND HELP THEM STAY SAFE,
FROM A FASTER-PACED WORLD, NOT TOO FAR AWAY.

A GOOD LIFE, @ aimple liffe THAT'S WHAT HE LED,
HE'D STRUGGLED LIKE MOST, BUT CAME OUT AHEAD.
AND EVENTUALLY, RETIREMENT, IF EVER A FARMER COULD,
STOP WORRYING OR WORKING, BUT HE DID IT, FOR GOOD.

Fte enjoyed his bast years, AND MADE SURE THAT HE THANKED,

THE GOOD LORD ABOVE FOR HIS LIFE, AND HIS LAND.
HIS TIME ENDED QUICKLY, HIS LOVED ONES IN TEARS,
HOPING HE KNEW what he meant to them through the years.
TODAY THEY GATHER, TO REMEMBER AND PRAY.
ABOUT a simple man they loved, WHO WAS THERE EVERY DAY.
THROUGH JOY AND SORROW, LAUGHTER AND PAIN,
Fe wans there when they needed him RIGHT UP TO THE END.
OUT TO THE CEMETERY, THEY CARRY HIM HOME,
TO A SMALL PLOT OF LAND, JUST UNDER A STONE.
FOR Hzey,knwhe’aatpewce,AND PRAYING FOR THEM,
AS THEY STAND ON A SLOPE, NOT FAR FROM HIS LAND.
THE SERVICE NOW OVER, THEY LEAVE HIM ALONE,
KNOWING SOME DAY, he'€l greet them once more.
A DUST CLOUD FORMS AS THE TRUCKS DRIVE AWAY.

Jhey BURIED A Farmelr topay.

S¢) INLOVINGMEMORYOF S
N’  GARRY DEAN STEINLEY =

Born to O'Linda (Lorenz) and William Steinley
August 6, 1945 ~ Sidney, MT

Called to His Eternal Home
June 23, 2024 ~ Sidney, MT

Memorial Services
Thursday, June 27, 2024 at 10:00 am
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church ~ Sidney, MT
Luncheon to Follow

Officiating
Pastor David Huskamp

Military Honors
Provided by the VFW Post 4099 and
Representatives from the U.S. Army Funeral Guard

Urnbearers
Jim Bieber Harold Schlothauer Gordy Rambur
Kody Boyer Bill Steinley  Jacob Crowder

F

Rt

sam- - = e e
Bill Neiss Bennett Folstad ]
Music Selections

-~ "OnThe Wings of a Snow White Dove

- 2 "OId Rugged Cross - "Amazmg Grace
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It is with deep sorrow and profound love that we
announce the passing of Garry Dean Steinley, a
cherished husband, father, grandfather, great-
grandfather, and friend, who was called to his eternal
home on June 23, 2024, at the age of 78.

Garry was born on August 6, 1945, to William and
O’Linda (Lorenz) Steinley in Sidney, MT. This was the
same day the Hiroshima atomic bombings took place,
and his father joked that this was what finally shook
him loose. He spent his childhood growing up in both
the Fairview and Sidney areas. According to many
stories, his favorite pastime was to drive his mother
crazy and cause his father to scold him, but
sometimes there was a wink to follow. Not quite
finishing high school, Garry left during his junior year
and went to work as a hired hand. In August of 1962,
he enlisted in the National Guard with two of his
partners in crime, Harold Schlothauer and Jim Bieber.
His shooting skills were put to good use, and he was
listed as a qualified sharpshooter with Rifle M1 and
Carbine M1, but his primary job was driving truck. He
was discharged in May of 1966. Shortly after his
return, he met the love of his life, Janet Ochsner.
After a whirlwind courtship of only five months, they
were married at the Ebenezer Congregational Church
on November 5, 1966. They settled in the apartment
that Jan had in Sidney for a few short months until
moving to the Fairview area where they lived and
farmed until they moved to their very own farm in
1977, located by Richland Park. During these years,
Garry spent many long days farming, raising sugar

beets, corn, many different grain crops, cattle, and
driving truck to fill in when times were lean.

Garry was always very civic-minded. He was involved
with Jaycee’s, Sidney Moose Lodge 856, Sidney Elks
Lodge BPOE 1782, and he was a founding member of
the Cedar Creek Grazing Association located in
Glendive. He served on the Montana Dakota Beet
Growers Association numerous times over the years,
as well as selling Dekalb corn and alfalfa seed. Garry
was a member of the Shepherd of the Valley Church
in Sidney, MT. It was in recent years during his
ongoing health issues that caused him to spend a long
spell in the hospital and nursing home, that Pastor
David became a faithful visitor. They shared many
discussions that deepened Garry's faith, which he
cherished.

A man with strong convictions and a heart full of
grace, Garry was also known for his outspoken nature.
He never hesitated to voice his thoughts and stand up
for what he believed in, whether it was supporting his
fellow farmers, teaching his children a valuable lesson,
or engaging in spirited discussions with the locals over
coffee at the Depot. His words were always guided by
a deep sense of pride, and a sprinkle of sarcasm and
humor.

Garry's love for his family was unparalleled. Growing
up as an only child, all he ever wanted was a big
family. He was a devoted husband to Jan, his wife of
57 years, whose unwavering support and love were

the bedrock of his life. Together, they raised three
children, Tamara, Dean, and Todd, instilling in them
the same values of faith, hard work, integrity, and
compassion that defined Garry himself. He was a
proud grandfather to seven grandchildren, who were
the light of his life and brought him endless joy. Garry
was known to demand a kiss on the cheek from each
of them anytime they should visit, and they all know
that the basement doors had better not be slammed
no matter how much fun was happening. Garry was
also blessed with great-grandsons whom he enjoyed
visiting with on FaceTime and brought him so much
joy.

Garry is survived by his wife, Jan; his children, Tamara
(Larry) Crowder, Dean (Christie) Steinley, and Todd
(Jennifer) Steinley; his grandchildren Kody (Jessica)
Boyer, Allie (Cy) Williams, Ella (Connor) Crowder,
Danielle (James) Steinley, Mattie (Scott) Sarver, Bill
Steinley, and Jacob Crowder; his great-grandchildren
Cru & Colt Williams and Logan & Everett Sarver;
special daughter Sherri Hardy and her daughters —
Kaitlyn and Hannah; in-laws Gary & Diana Ochsner,
Sue & Larry Caddell, and Darlene Ochsner; as well as
his niece and nephews, cousins, and friends. Garry
was welcomed into his eternal rest by his loving
parents, many dear family members and friends, and
is dancing with his special granddaughter Alyx.
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